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is sure to fall. Therefore, as I have said above, friends must keep
an eye on qne another and I wish that all of you maintain such
watch ever so thoroughly. It is in this that our elevation lies,
yours and mine. Before making any great change, I invariably con-
sult Mahadev at any rate, but I have always felt that, because
of his boundless love for me, he is incapable of noting any short-
comings in me and that, when he does, he condones them. I do
not, therefore, get full benefit out of my consultations with him.
Had you made your remarks in your letter to me, I would have
felt happier, I am sure of this, at any rate, that when friends
place the argument on the other side, I understand it very well
because I take an entirely detached view. That is why I feel that,
whenever we do not think alike, you should all come out with
your disagreement immediately. That will not disturb me very
much; rather, I shall be free from the unhappy position of having
to be my own judge. Personally, I feel convinced that I have
fully succeeded in observing my vows with the utmost strictness.
I deliberated for twenty-four hours before I commenced taking
goafs milk: I would even say that, whenever I have allowed myself
any freedom, there have always been strong reasons for doing
so- I am not at all anxious to live on and, though more than five
months have elapsed since I fell ill, this indifference of mine re-
mains. When I took the vow of not taking milk, I had, or
could have, no thought in my mind of any milk other than that
of the cow or the buffalo, I had considered the matter very care-
fully when I took the vow to refrain from milk. I was painfully
aware of the ill-treatment of cows and buffaloes1 and that was the
reason for my taking the vow concerning milk. What is my duty
in the present circumstances? Should I accept the natural mean-
ing that suggests itself or the one that is drawn out with much
hair-splitting? It appears to me that I should allow myself as much
freedom as is consistent with a very liberal construction of my
vows, I will not admit that, through the freedom I have allowed
myself, I am in any way violating my vow, even on the stric-
test view of it. The medical experiment [of a milkless diet] I was
making may indeed receive a great set back, but an experiment
in medical science is no affair of the spirit. The ideal of self-
control and the spiritual intention behind the renunciation of milk
have remained quite unaffected- With the passing of days, friends
become more insistent. Dr, Mehta goes on sending telegrams.
Thousands of other Indians are-extremely agitated over my ill*-
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